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fulfilment if the mobilisation was to be carried
on with any energy. Blticher's answer to the
King was dutiful; but to the Duke of Brunswick
he vehemently expressed his hope that steps,
offensive in their character, should at once be
taken. Otherwise he saw no prospect of anything
but shame and disgrace.

War was declared in the last days of September,
1806; but there was no thought of conducting
an offensive campaign. Then came the down-
fall ! On the I4th of October the Prussians were
defeated simultaneously at Jena and at Auerstadt,
but so crushingly, so completely, that by the very
next day Napoleon could levy an enormous fine on
the Prussian provinces. Within exactly a week
Berlin was in his hands.

Never had a whole situation of affairs been
more completely misunderstood! Never had self-
confidence been more misplaced.

Unconscious of danger [writes the wife of the King's
adjutant1], the army in all the glory and order of a
grand parade, went to meet its destruction. Uncon-
scious, too, did the leaders seem; for the enemy en-
circled us round about and no one had any news of
him. In Naumberg when already outflanked by the
French the court continued to lead the careless life
of Charlottenburg and Potsdam.

In both of the battles at Jena and at Auer-
stadt, the same mistakes were made: the field
1 Countess Schwerin.